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The Orion Space Capsule is seen at NASA's Langley Research Center in Hampton, Va. The craft is expected to replace
the longtime shuttle, taking its place as the first human-rated craft built by the agency in more than three decades.
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Greetings Cougar Nation!

Since joining the University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering a year ago,
| have implemented some changes in an
effort to communicate more effectively
with you, our Cougar family. All of you
will continue to receive news about the
college through Parameters magazine
and our monthly electronic newsletter.
And since we felt it was important to
share more news and stories about
your success, we decided to launch The
Cougar Engineer—a magazine about
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alumni for alumni.

Throughout this publication you will find news, features and updates about
fellow Cougar engineers. In particular, this inaugural issue is focused on stories
that impact generations.

As many of you may know, the United Nations has recognized 2009 as the
International Year of Astronomy. With the passing of NASA's 50th anniversary and the
scheduled retirement of the shuttle program in a couple of years, we were curious

to find out about the next generation of space exploration and what role Cougar
engineers will play in the next wave of discovery. We've selected a handful of stories
out of more than 150 alumni currently working at Johnson Space Center—we hope
you enjoy learning about their jobs and how these alumni are solving some of the
most interesting engineering problems.

Toward the end of the magazine, we also take a look back at something that has
served many generations of Cougars: the Y Building. Although rumors have swirled
for years, the Y Building will be demolished this year in preparation for a new
engineering student center. We're gearing up for a major fundraising campaign and
we hope you will join us in successfully launching a new student center to serve the
many generations of Cougars to come. In the meantime, we hope you'll share your
knowledge of the Y Building so that we can document its history.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Go Coogs!
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Frequent Flyer

By Erin D. McKenzie

He lives weekends amongst the
clouds, challenging gravity and his
own senses as he careens toward
the earth at speeds near 20 mph.
For Scott Elmer (1997 BSCE) the
rush of the 70-second free fall has
kept him jumping from planes at
18,000 feet for the last decade.

At the age of 42, the city engineer
and director of public works for
Missouri City is an accomplished
formation skydiver. To date, Elmer
has logged more than 4,000
jumps and claimed spots on the
2005 U.S. World Cup Team and
with teams in seven U.S. Nationals
competitions. He's captured some
25 medals and even satisfied a
Texas state record by completing

an air formation with 151 people.

“What's great about the sport

is the people, the friendships

you make,” said Elmer. “I really
enjoy the teamwork and the
engineering of the formation
skydives. The whole experience is

a great thing to be a part of.”

Frequent Flyer

Out of the Ordinary
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Exhibit in International
Celebration Inspired by
Alumnus’ Book

A book co-authored by a NASA retiree
and UH Cullen College of Engineering
alumnus is the inspiration behind
an exhibit currently featured at a

Midwest museum.

Inspired by the book, The Arp Atlas

of Peculiar Galaxies: A Chronicle and
Observer’s Guide, by Dennis Webb
(1976 BSEE), the exhibit explores strange
galactic star systems observed in the
1960s by astronomer Halton C. Arp.

The exhibit is part of the International
Year of Astronomy sponsored by the
United Nations and the International
Astronomical Union.

Webb, an amateur astronomer,
collaborated with Jeff Kanipe, a
Maryland-based astronomy writer, on the
book. It's the product of 10 years of labor
for 54-year-old Webb, completed prior to

his retirement from NASA in November.

"A collection of peculiar things challenges
the orthodox view of the world and

intrigues artists and scientists alike,”

Webb said of the book, listed among Sky T~HE :A‘{RP ‘\TI AS OF

and Telescope Magazine's top astronomy P}:(f TLIAR G! ALLAX I
s '8V,
products for 2008. " After 40 years, Arp’s -

atlas is a visual masterpiece that captures

Jef Nanipe and Dennis

this special territory.”

Housed at the Schneider Museum
of Art at Southern Oregon University,
the exhibit runs through March 29.

Euents Calendar

February

Engineers Week
Feb. 15-21

EAA EWeek Reception
and Program

Feb. 17 at 6 p.m.

UH Hilton Hotel

GINEE
e RiNG

April
20th Annual Engineering
Golf Tournament GOLF TOURNAMENT
April 6 at 12:30 p.m. ‘~2;0,Q9’
Hearthstone Country Club )
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June

EAA Distinguished
Engineering Alumni
Awards Dinner
June 5at6 p.m.

Four Seasons,

a4y
21st Annual ASME/UH
Cajun Crawfish Boil

May 3 at 1 p.m.
UH Lynn Eusan Park

Downtown Houston

For more information, visit www.egr.uh.edu/events or call 713-743-4215.

Alumnus Tapped to Lead ASCE

D. Wayne Klotz (1976 MSCE) was named
president of the American Society of

Civil Engineers, the oldest national
engineering society in the United States.

He was installed as ASCE president

in November following a yearlong
commitment as president-elect of the
organization, and more than three
decades in posts on ASCE committees
and boards at the local, state and

national levels.

"I have served ASCE at every level,” said
Klotz. “I identify with the leaders at the
branch and section level because I've
been in their chair. | served on national
committees as we grappled with
complicated issues. | served on the board
of directors when decisions were made
that literally changed the direction of the

organization. All of these positions have
prepared me for the ultimate privilege of
leading ASCE in 2008-09."

Throughout his one-year term as
president, Klotz will oversee some
143,000 members. He intends to
dedicate his presidency to examining
the society’s priorities to ensure all
activities related to ASCE deliver
benefit to its members. In addition,
Klotz has plans not only to advocate
for the profession, but also develop
a committee of young professionals
to assess ways to cater to the next
generation of engineers, a program
he’s already implemented among his
company’s nearly 130 employees.

For more than 20 years, Klotz has
served as president of the Texas-based

Klotz Associates Inc., a consulting

engineering firm with offices in Houston,
Austin, Lufkin and San Antonio. Among
the firm’s major projects are work on
Interstate 45, the Westpark Tollway

and most recently, the uptown line of

Houston Metro’s light rail system.
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Alumna’s Play Among
Few Selected for
Anniversary Celebration

A play written by a UH Cullen College of
Engineering alumna was among those

performed recently at an anniversary

Photo by Thomas Shea

celebration acknowledging one of the
most prestigious international awards

given to female playwrights.

Mary Ellen Whitworth’s (1984 MSENnVE)
play, “Sinkhole,” was one of five
chosen from a regional competition

to be featured in the 30th anniversary
celebration for the Susan Smith

Blackburn Prize.

Given annually to recognize women who
have written exceptional full-length plays
for English-speaking theatre, the Susan
Smith Blackburn Prize was created in
honor of Blackburn—a noted American
actress and writer. Held at Houston'’s
Alley Theatre, the spring celebration
titled “Women in Theatre: Houston
Voices,” marked the prizes’ milestone

by saluting the accomplishments of

Whitworth and four others in the same
city where Blackburn first became

involved in theatre.

“I've always loved art, always loved plays,”
said Whitworth. “It was very exciting to
be part of a celebration for such a well-

known award.”

Her 10-minute play, inspired by author
Susan Sontag, tells the story of a city
attorney’s discovery of a sinkhole that
takes those who dare to enter into
oblivion. It is one of some 30 plays she’s
written since the late 1980s, and one of

several to win a contest.

When Whitworth is not writing, she
works full time as executive director for
the Bayou Preservation Association, a
nonprofit devoted to protecting and

restoring Houston waterways.

News
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_ Since the space agency was created 50 years ago, NASA has been‘pioneering the future of space travel.

Features by Erin D. McKenzie
Photos by Thomas Shea

Building the Next Manned Space Vehicle

JEN MADSEN

The future of manned space flight lies in the blunt,
cone shaped spacecraft Jen Madsen (2003 MSEE,
2008 PhD EE) is diligently working to perfect.

Named after one of the most recognizable star
formations in the sky, Orion will not only be the
first new human-rated spacecraft to be introduced
by NASA in more than three decades, but the

first since Apollo to take astronauts to the moon.
The wingless craft will be the successor to NASA's
longtime space shuttle, tentatively scheduled for
retirement in 2010.

“Orion will carry the crew in a capsule very similar
to Apollo,” said Madsen. It will be one component
of the new exploration program, Madsen said, and
will be launched into orbit by the Ares crew launch
vehicle, which is being constructed simultaneously
at Marshall Space Flight Center in Alabama.

Once complete, Orion’s first mission will be to the
space station near 2015. Short trips to the moon
are scheduled to begin around 2020, and center
on the creation of a lunar outpost facilitating

Half'a century ago, sending humans to space . longer stays. Future missions to Mars are expected

" was the stuff of science fiction: i : : j to follow.

A member of the flight dynamics team for Orion,
Madsen is using her engineering education from
the University of Houston to design elements

on the craft related to its guidance, navigation
and control.

The conéept of spacecrafts and tales of travel beyond the
edges of Earth to outer space were only found in the pages of
Robert A. Heinlein, Jack Vanee and Isaac Asimov novels.

It was not until 1962 that NASA made history by making Astronaut John Glenn the

first-American to orbit the Earth. In the years that passed, NASA continued to bring ideas

from these novels to life—landing astronauts on the moon, completing more than 120 missions

with the space shuttle,-launching probes to Mars and partnering to build the. International Space-Station.

The 31-year-old’s current work is focused on
refining the craft’s ascent and abort system. Fixed
atop the capsule, the launch abort system will be
capable of pulling the spacecraft to safety both on

Plans for the next 50 years are not much different. The agency is scheduled to explore half the solar the launch pad and during ascent.

system—éonducting survéys of Mars and Saturnsstudies of the Earth and sun as well as in- depth probes
of Mercury and Pluto. By 2020 NASA is expected'to launch. the first manned missions to the moon in the
successor to the space shuttle where astronauts will begin building a lunar outpost: .

“We have all these goals, but really crew safety is
number one,” Madsen said. “One of the most
critical times is when they are sitting on top of this
huge crew launch vehicle that has solid rocket
motors and a big tank of upper stage propellant.
We are designing a couple different abort modes,
so if there is a problem while they're launching,
the crew would be able to come back safely.”

Unlver5|ty of Houston bred engineers, accounting.for more than 150 of NASA Johnson
Space Center employees, are on the front lines of these new developments.
The following stories offer a look into the livas of several Cullen College of
Engineering alumni and their contributions to the future of space exploration.”

The design of Orion, coupled with the
launch abort system, is predicted to
make the crew exploration vehicle nearly
10 times safer than the space shuttle,
according to NASA.

But before the system is just right, many
more months of work will continue
behind the walls of the Johnson Space
Center and at testing sites in White
Sands, N.M. Multiple flight tests in New
Mexico will assess the launch abort
system’s ability to respond to disasters
both on the pad and during ascent.

At the space center, Madsen is using
computer simulations, data analysis

and coding to factor in altitude, velocity,
atmospheric and vehicle configuration
changes. Her math background is helping
her to account for these factors, better
ensuring the launch abort system’s
smooth operation.

"It is a lot of work, but it's one of those
things that’s so critical,” she said, “and
one you hope you never use.”

Madsen, who helped establish the
NASA team tasked with the design

of the ascent and abort system, was
recognized with the center’s highest
award in April. The JSC Director’s
Commendation honored both her
leadership and technical contribution

in establishing the Orion Project’s ascent
and abort capabilities.

Her devotion is helping NASA engineer
the next generation of space travel

and provide tools that could help offer
answers to questions about what exists
in the empty regions of the universe
deemed space.

“What we are doing here is really a part of
history,” Madsen said. “People aren't just
going to stay on Earth, people want to
go explore space, see what's out there.”

A New Generation of Space Exploration
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Michael Lammers and
Brian T. Smith sit at the
flight director’s desk in
Mission Control at NASA's
Johnson Space Center.

As a flight director, Brian T. Smith (2004
MSAeroE) may have one of the toughest,
white-knuckle jobs at NASA.

At the helm of his roughly 20-person
mission control room, order must be
maintained, calculations doubled-
checked and policy followed 100 percent
of the time.

Even in the most intense, palm-drenching
situations, the 36-year-old is trained

not only to think levelheaded, but also
radiate calm.

Anything less than pure accuracy from
Smith and his flight control team, at least
in this room, could cost an astronaut
injury or even their life.

“This is a very serious responsibility,”
said Smith, a nearly three-year veteran
of the post. “There is a saying in our

Leading Mission Control

business, to always be aware that
suddenly and unexpectedly we may
find ourselves in a role where our

performance has ultimate consequences.”

Smith, one of two University of Houston
alumni to hold the post, is penned on

a roster that includes just 28 active
flight directors. Michael Lammers (2004
MSAeroE) was named to the position

in May.

Both are among 77 people to serve
the position throughout NASA's
50-year history.

One of the most elite posts at the agency,

the title has been held by grizzled
veterans that include Eugene “Gene” F.

Kranz who led mission control when Neil

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the
first men to walk on the moon in 1969.
A year later, Kranz helped the crew of

Apollo 13 return safely to Earth after
an oxygen tank exploded en route to
the moon.

Like Kranz and others before them,
Lammers and Smith’s University

of Houston education, along with
experience picked up through years of
work at NASA, will help them to lead
the next generation of mission control.

For Lammers, the reality of working at
NASA and being chosen for the role of
flight director is a dream come true.

“I've always been interested in

aerospace and probably always wanted

to work here,” said the 36-year-old
lowa native. “I'm honored to be
considered in the same place as some
of these accomplished individuals
before me. Hopefully, | can live up to
their reputation.”

Lammers began work as an instructor
in NASA's space flight training division
in 1996. Still a contractor with United
Space Alliance, he served in this role
until 2000 when he started as a space
station attitude determination and
control officer and later a telemetry,
information, transfer and attitude
navigation flight controller. He became
a NASA employee in 2004. Prior to his
selection into the 2008 flight director
class, Lammers was lead station
communications and tracking officer.

In the fall he finished flight director
training, joining Smith and a host of
other veterans to set up shop in mission
control's hot seat.

Smith has already served nearly three
years in the flight director position,
logging more than 4,500 hours in his
current post and as a communications-

tracking officer, held previous to it. In his

time as flight director, he has managed
NASA's operation related to the
European Space Agency’s Automated
Transfer Vehicle—helping it dock and
undock with the International Space
Station in 2008.

Prior to his arrival at NASA, Smith
helped develop the
space station

communication system’s hardware.

As a hardware engineer for L-3
Communications Systems East, he was
tasked to design, build and test the
systems for a training module of the
space station. Three years later, Smith’s
post as a flight controller at NASA
reunited him with the space station
hardware, this time as an operator.

As flight directors, Smith and Lammers
oversee the International Space Station
Mission Control room where both take

turns leading a team of flight controllers,

support personnel and engineering
experts. Each of these experts monitor a

particular element of the station, making

their recommendations to the flight
director who offers the final word.

The ground team, which occupies
mission control 24 hours a day, is
responsible for doing everything from
ensuring the station does not lose
attitude control and spin uncontrollably
to assisting in the docking of

cargo vehicles.

However, mission control is not always
where you will find these men. Their
roles as flight director are two-fold.

“When you see a mission playing on TV,

and you see the shots inside this room,
what you don’t see on the TV is the
years of preparation that have gone on
outside of this room to get ready for
this particular mission,” Smith said. “So
when we're not in here, it means we
are back in our office or in meetings
somewhere preparing for missions
coming in the future.”

Through their efforts both inside mission

control and out, Lammers and Smith

are traveling the world and planning
missions that will lead NASA into its next
50 years.

A New Generation of Space Exploration
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Testing Planes, Teaching Astronauts

Crafting Gear to Protect Astronauts

CHARLES JUST1Z

Charles Justiz (1987 MSComE, 1991 PhD
ME) has climbed to altitudes twice as
high as the average commercial airliner,
and experienced flight at a rate faster
than the speed of sound.

In his post as a research pilot for NASA,
the 57-year-old has even bumped elbows
with a few astronauts—training them to
make some 20,000 shuttle approaches
before the real deal.

“I've trained all of them,” said Justiz
over the whirl of T-38 engines at NASA's
Ellington Field. “I've been up with moon
walkers, shuttle pilots, | even flew with
a Mercury astronaut that was still here.
Great aviators, all of them.”

The Miami native first grasped the
controls of an aircraft at the age of 12,
and found himself instantly hooked.

"I remember | could just barely reach the
pedals,” Justiz said of his experience
in the yellow J3 Cub. “The motor was
sticking out of the side of the airplane,
and the fuel indicator was just a cork on
the bottom of a coat hanger, bobbing
around in front of me.”

At 16 he took his first solo flight with

the Civil Air Patrol, and earned his pilot’s
license a year later. Upon graduation
from the Air Force Academy, he began
work as a flight instructor for the Air
Force—moving on to NASA six years later.

If years in flight were not enough, his
pilot’s flight log clinches the fact he's no
amateur—revealing more than 25,000
hours in flight on some 80 different types
of planes.

To hold a post flying noncertified, super-
sonic jets, Justiz has to be experienced to
stay safe at altitudes and speeds that can
challenge even the most veteran pilot.

"We don't fly just any airplanes, we fly

difficult airplanes, very unforgiving of
mistakes,” Justiz said. “If you go above
mach one, everything changes on an
airplane. They react differently in those
conditions, and we have to be prepared
forit.”

Reacting the right way to unexpected
scenarios in flight is exactly what Justiz
teaches his astronauts. He's spent

28 years at NASA coaching them to
communicate in flight, and simulating
what it is like to land the shuttle in the
cockpit of a highly modified G2 airplane.

As NASA looks to the future, the
alumnus and adjunct professor at the
college will be challenged to use both his
piloting and engineering background to
assist in developing methods to prepare
next-generation astronauts to fly to

the moon.

KETAN CHHIPWADIA

Ketan Chhipwadia’s (1998 MSME)
opinion bears heavy influence on what

NASA astronauts wear to and from space.

For the last six years, the crew-escape
subsystem manager has worked to
perfect the survivability aspects on the
longtime orange, Advance Crew Escape
Suits worn by astronauts during space
shuttle launch, orbit and entry.

In these years, Chhipwadia and
his team have implemented a GPS
tracking device, redesigned the
life preserver for smaller statured
astronauts and revamped the
communication system on the
orange suit.

As NASA prepares to travel back
to the moon later this century, the
University of Houston alumnus is faced
with his latest challenge—reworking
survivability aspects of a new suit.

The suit, which will be worn in the Orion
spacecraft during launch and landing,
will require engineers to combine

the white, 300-pound Extravehicular
Mobility Unit worn during space walks
with its light 92-pound counterpart.

“The agency’s goal is for the new suit
system to be used for launch and entry
as well as space walks,” said Chhipwadia.

"It will need to be a completely new
suit to properly balance the competing
requirements; well, that's what our
respective teams will have to carefully
resolve as the decisions made today will
impact our country’s space program the
next 20 plus years.”

While he and other NASA engineers
work to establish and maintain the
crew survivability facets necessary for
the next generation space suit system,
he continues to ensure the safety

of astronauts engaged in the flights
remaining before shuttle retirement.

It's an effort he holds close to his heart.

“I've made this my life passion—crew
survivability,” he said. “Every decision is
based on the premise that if this doesn’t
work, the crew may not come home.”

Bridging Gap Between Earth, ISS

SUZAN VOSS

Astronauts and cosmonauts conducting complete it's assembly, but conduct
experiments and learning to live in the scientific research and support
International Space Station have Suzan technology tests furthering the

Voss (1993 PhD IE) to thank for extra advancement of Orion, the successor
research room in low-Earth orbit. craft to the shuttle.

Throughout more than two decades “We are supporting detailed test

at NASA, Voss has helped to join both objectives being conducted on the
the U.S. lab and Russian module to the shuttle missions to the space station to
space station. test technologies to be used by Orion

such as a new navigation sensor system,”
said Voss. “This provides an on-orbit test
demonstration and allows data collection
to characterize performance of systems
being developed for Orion.”

As manager of the Launch Package
Management Office, she is using

remaining space shuttle missions to
the research facility not only to help

11
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Spotlight

Photo by Thomas Shea

Terri Ivers and sons Kevin (left) and Steven on the UH campus.

By Erin D. McKenzie

I< evin and Steven Ivers (both
2008 BSBioE) didn’t always plan
to follow in their father’s footsteps.

In fact, a degree in engineering was the
furthest thing from their minds—each

had their hearts set on medical school.

It was the close ties their father—
Terrance “Terri” Ivers (1980 BSME)—
has with his alma mater that led them to
the University of Houston Cullen College

of Engineering.

Not long after a conversation with
Matthew Franchek, professor and chair
of mechanical engineering and director
of the biomedical engineering program,
did the lure of the pre-med programs at
Tulane, Texas Tech, Texas A&M, Lehigh
and Creighton universities quickly begin
to fade.

“| wanted to go into medicine before
this,” said Steven, noting that both
he and his brother—two siblings in a
set of triplets—gave up offers at nine
universities to attend UH. I came to
UH because of the new biomedical
engineering program; it was the most
unique and exciting option among all
others. The future for this program
seemed so bright, which led us to the

decision to come here.”
[t was bright.

At the Cullen College, Steven and
Kevin's love of math and science

PRID@

Father, Sons
Find Success In

Engineering Path

has flourished, much as their father’s
fondness of the subjects did three

decades earlier.

"Engineering is an incredible education
to have as your base,” said Terri. “The
curriculum prepares you better than
any other degree. It has helped take me

where | am today.”

Terri’s degree is what allowed him
to fulfill his dream of working in a

management role in industry.

Now the president of an international
engineering, project management and
services company, AMEC Paragon, Terri
is proud to show his gratitude to the
college. He has spent years giving his
time on advisory boards and campaigns
to ensure the college can give others the
same bright future he’s enjoyed.

Since graduating magna cum laude
in May, his sons are working to do
the same.

Both have decided to continue their
graduate studies at UH—Steven in
biomedical engineering and Kevin in
vision science and physiological optics at

the UH College of Optometry.

Each is conducting research. Steven

is working in the Cullen College’s
Biomedical Optics Laboratory under the
direction of Assistant Professor Kirill
Larin. He's using optical coherence
tomography—similar to an ultrasound—
to detect gold nanoparticles to help
investigate the idea of contrast agents
and biological disease targeting agents.
Kevin is using his biomedical engineering
background to study adaptive optics

for non-invasive imaging of the retina
with Assistant Professor Jason Porter

in the hopes to better understand the

underlying mechanisms of glaucoma.

Both say they couldn’t have picked a

better path than engineering.

“It's been a positive experience for me,”
Kevin said. “I look forward to getting my
Ph.D. within the next five years, and it all

started with biomedical engineering.”

"I think it's great to continue the tradition
of going to UH for engineering. My
experience has been really positive,”
Steven added.

Their father is just glad he could share his
alma mater and an education that has

brought him great success with his sons.

"I just wanted Kevin and Steven to find
a career that is fulfilling to them,” Terri
said. “With engineering as a background

| think all doors will be open.”

13
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Alumnus,
National
Academy
Member
Brings
Engineering
Experience
to UH

By Erin D. McKenzie

T he machinist vice perched amongst
University of Houston coffee mugs,
award plagues and family portraits in
Benton Baugh’s office may be the

alumnus’ most prized possession from
his college years.

That's because Baugh (1967 BSME)

crafted the tool bearing the UH name as

a requirement for his junior-level design
course at the Cullen College. It's been with
the entrepreneur on his ride from Camco
Inc. draftsmen to president and owner

of Houston-based Radoil Inc., where it's
helping him to invent new offshore drilling
and oilfield products.

It's a tool that’s aided in bringing his
patent count to 103, and is serving as an
inspiration for the hands-on coursework

he's helping to implement at the university.

Baugh joined the college’s department
of mechanical engineering in the fall
where he is playing an integral role

in expanding the machine design
curriculum, said Matthew Franchek,
professor and department chair. More
specifically, Franchek said, Baugh is using
his engineering expertise to assess the
relevance of the redesigned curriculum,

Origihal Photos by Thomas St
L
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intended to link engineering theory to
real-world systems and equipment using
more traditional, hands-on projects.

This is expected to include mechanical
dissection, where students are tasked
with disassembling and reassembling
machines to better teach design concepts
and principles.

In addition to lending his years in the field
to redesign curriculum, Baugh will serve
as a guest lecturer in various mechanical
engineering classrooms.

Baugh, who is a licensed professional
engineer in Texas, brings a master’s and
Ph.D. from Kennedy-Western University to
the college.

He is the founder of the ASME/UH Cajun
Crawfish Boil, which for 20 years has
been the official kick off to the Offshore
Technology Conference.

As a member of the National Academy
of Engineering for the past ten years,
Baugh is considered an expert in subsea

equipment used in offshore oil production.

His appointment as adjunct professor
brings the total number of NAE members
in the college to eight.

Class MNotes

19605

George L. Donohue (1967 BSME) has
co-authored a book titled Terminal Chaos:
Why U.S. Air Travel is Broken and How to

Fix It. The former associate administrator for
research and aquisition at the Federal Aviation
Administration, Donohue is now a professor
of systems engineering and operations
research at George Mason University.

1970s

Phillip G. Dolezal (1971 BSME) is now the
manager of engineering and construction for
Sempra LNG, a company that develops, builds
and operates liquefied gas receiving terminals.

Gary F. Goodheart (1974 BSCE) was named
senior vice president and director of corporate
development for Civil & Environmental
Consultants Inc. He has worked out of the
company’s Chicago office since 2004.

Steven Edward Collier (1976 BSEE) is vice
president of business development at Milsoft
Utility Solutions, which was named by INC
Magazine as one of the 5,000 fastest growing
private companies in America.

Leo P. Garcia (1978 BSCE) heads up the
Houston office of The University of Texas
Office of Facilities Planning and Coordination.
The branch provides project and construction
management for all UT projects built at the
Texas Medical Center.

1980s

Dennis P. Morris (1983 BSEE) was named
president of Armament Systems, a $750
million business unit of BAE Systems North
America that develops gun, cannon, artillery
and launcher systems for the U.S. military.

Mary E. Whitworth (1984 MSEnvE) was
reappointed by Texas Governor Rick Perry to
serve on the Gulf of Mexico Program Citizens
Advisory Committee. She is the executive
director of the Bayou Preservation Association
in Houston.

Michael John McDavid (1986 BSME) and
his wife Susan welcomed home Josephine

“Josie” Elizabeth McDavid on May 18, 2008.
He can be contacted at Ibi@tstar.net.

Gabriel Cuadra (1988 BSChE) is now
manager of compliance, work processes and
management systems for BP America at the
Texas City Refinery.

John Winter (1988 PhD ChE) is vice
president of process engineering for Range
Fuels Inc., a company that focuses on green
energy and the production of cellulosic
ethanol. Previously, he was vice president of
engineering at Evergreen Energy.

1990s

Scott Elmer (1997 BSCE) is a recipient of

the American Public Works Association’s Top
Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Award.
The national honor is presented yearly to
individuals demonstrating excellent career
service in the public works profession. Elmer is
a city engineer and public works director for
Missouri City.

Alfred Castillo Jr. (1998 BSCE, 2002 MCE) is
the group leader for performance chemicals
maintenance at St. Charles Operations, a
subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company.

Monica Moussighi (1999 BSEE, 2005 MEE)
is studying intellectual property law at the
University of Houston Law Center. She plans
to graduate in 2010.

2000s

Brad Lirette (2001 BSChE) and his wife
Ericka welcomed home Jana Michael Lirette
on March 29, 2008. She weighed 7 pounds,
10 ounces.

Brian Sebastian Daly (2002 BSChE) received
the Outstanding Young Professional Award
from the South Texas Section of the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers last spring. He
married Virginia Hui on Nov. 3, 2007.

Colby Wright (2002
BSCE) and his wife Sonia
welcomed home Julia
Marie on July 11, 2008.
She weighed 7 pounds,
2 ounces.

Masood Anjom (2003 BSEE) graduated from
the University of Houston Law Center in 2006
and is now practicing intellectual property law
at Baker Botts LLP.

Greg Barnes (2003 BSChE) married Erin
Verkauf on Jan. 19, 2008. He is attending
Emory University's Goizueta Business School in
pursuit of his MBA.

Aimee Sanderson
(2003 BSCE) married
James L. Edwards on
Sept. 20, 2008. She is
an engineer at Jones
& Carter Inc. and he is
a material handler for
Amercable Inc.

Jim Winter (2002 BSCE)
and his wife Songkhla
welcomed home Grace

] Elizabeth on May 6,

¥y " 2008. She weighed 6
pounds, 10 ounces. The Winters' also have a
three-year-old daughter, Abigail Rae.

Nathan Schmidt (2005 BSME) married Carol
Schmidt (2007 BSChE) in June 2007. Carol is
the chair of the young professionals advisory
board for the American Institute of Chemical
Engineers South Texas Section.

Aaron N. Webb (2005 BSEE) married
Christina Gastelum, a UH finance major. He is
currently working as an account executive for
Protos Inc.

In Memorigm
Virgel Berkstresser (1951 BSCE, 1952
MSCE) died Sept. 6, 2007.

James Ross Collins (1961 BSEE) died
April 20, 2008.

Lloyd Kenneth McDonald (1962 BSEE) died
April 15, 2008.

Leo Strom (1966 BSIE) died in October 2008.

Ruperto Garcia (1978 BSME) died
April 8, 2008.

J.T. (Tom) Elrod, professor emeritus of
industrial engineering, died Oct. 17, 2008.
He was the founding chair of the department.
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A GENERO

| By Erin D. McKenzie

illiam C. Miller Jr. (1955 BSPE) never
shied away from hard work growing up on

his parents’ farm in Freestone County, Texas. The gift, Miller said, was given in honor of Charles

V. Kirkpatrick, the college’s former dean who was a

b outbdierEErt s working withymidles professor when Miller attended the Cullen College.

to make ready the family land for corn, cotton and . . .
y y i Kirkpatrick, now a professor emeritus at the college,

maize—caring for the plants and later helping with . . )
9 P ping convinced a young Miller to persevere when times

the harvest. got hard.

The time spent on the nearly 120-acre farm is what . .
P y “I'wasn't doing too great,” Miller recalled about

taught Miller to value hard work and determination ) : .
meeting requirements to complete his degree more

Qe ls lifg than 50 years ago. “I had been out of high school
since 1939, and didn’t go back until about 1949. It

was a tough transition, but he wouldnt let me quit.

It was these values, instilled by his parents, along

with the push from a University of Houston educator

that helped to lay the foundation for*his future Without his guidance and encouragement, | may

success in the petroleum business. not have completed my education.”
Last year, the-86-year-old—who operates his own It was Miller's University of Houston education

petroleum company—felt it was time to give back that took him from rough neck to area engineer

R R N e e R e R A TR Al \/th Texaco and on to chief engineer of Blanco Oil

Houston Cullen College of Engineering. Company. For more than 40 years, he has served as
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A Generous Heart

president of his San Antonio-based business, W.C.
Miller pledged $1 million to establish an endowment M|||er Operating Companyl Where he St|” averages a
at the Cullen College. Dubbed the William C. Miller six-day workweek.

Endowed Chair of Engineering, the gift will provide

additional support to faculty to advance teaching “| attribute all the hard work to my parents that had

et Blrcsenreh. me out doing the work early,” said Miller, who in
2004 was recognized by the UH Engineering Alumni
Association with the Distinguished Engineering
Alumni Award. “If | had it to do all over, | don't
think I'd change a thing.”

William C. Miller Jr. shows off his University of Houston class ring

in the library of the Petroleum Club in San Antonio. Photo by Thomas Shea
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Gifis of $250,000+

BP Alternative Energy Inc.

BP America Inc.

William C. Miller Jr.

Shell Oil Company

Shell Oil Company Foundation
Shell Wind Energy Inc.

$100,000 to $249,000
ASME/UH Cajun Crawfish Boil
Baker Hughes/Baker Hughes Foundation
Chevron

Cummins Business Services
Ford Motor Company

Mr. & Mrs. R. Larry Snider
Joan Worley

Juanita Morris

The Welch Foundation
Wallace H. Coulter Foundation

$50,000 to $99,000

Cameron International Corporation

ExxonMobil Chemical

Exxon Mobil Corporation/
ExxonMobil Foundation

FutureWei Technologies

Drs. Manmohan Singh &
Marie-Luise Kalsi

Kalsi Engineering Inc.

Fluor Corporation

Fluor Enterprises Inc.

The Fluor Foundation

Tokyo Electron

$10,000 to $49,000

Agrawal Charity Fund

Durga Agrawal Charitable Gift Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Brij Mohan Agrawal

American Petroleum Institute,
Houston Chapter

Aramco Services Company

Bayer Corporation

Bayer Foundation

Bechtel Inc.

Bechtel Group Foundation

Drs. Akhil Bidani & Sudha A. Bidani

BioTex Inc.

Chevron

CNA Metals Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. John O. Cobb

Cobb, Fendley & Associates Inc.

ConocoPhillips

Dashiell Corporation

Drs. Michael J. & Christine Economides

Michael J. Economides Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. William F. Fendley

Halliburton Energy Services

Information Storage Industry Consortium

Dr. & Mrs. David R. Jackson

Jones & Carter Inc.

KBR Inc.

Klotz Associates Inc.

Lam Research

Lam Research Foundation

Macro Enterprises Inc.

National Action Council for
Minorities in Engineering Inc.

Sierra Lobo Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Sofka

Spectra Energy Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. Eric C. Su

Divina M. Tuazon
Tubel Family Trust
Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Wilton
Ziff Energy Group

$5,000 to $9,999
Automatic Power Inc.

CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Holder

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Koch
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Lum

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Prengle
Charles D. Roxburgh
Schlumberger

Mr. & Mrs. David S. Seiver
Society of Women Engineers
Total Petrochemicals USA Inc.

$1,000 to $4,999

Megan W. Artaza

Joyce K. Baghdadi

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery O. Beauchamp

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph P. Burch Sr.

Tony Catalano

CenterPoint Energy

Civiltech Engineering

Peter A. & Elizabeth S. Cohn
Foundation Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Billy M. Cooke

Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Curtice

Jeffery E. Daly

Dealer Computer Services

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Derrington

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Deskin

Dr. & Mrs. Prem Bhushan Dewan

Dril-Quip

Elton E. Dyal

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey B. Flores

FMC Technologies

Gas Processors Association,
Houston Chapter

Sharon M. Gates

Mr. & Mrs. W. Carl Glaw Jr.

Jesse G. Gonzalez

Myrtle H. Gruchalla

Ronald R. Harrell

Hewlett-Packard

Donald Holender

Houston Assembly of
Delphian Chapters

The Mehta Family Foundation

Micki Immanivong & James Ka-On Lam

Intec Engineering Partnership Ltd.
Mr. & Mrs. Cory Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Jones
Krishna P. Jonnalagadda
Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Lohec
LyondellBasell Industries

Macro Enterprises Inc.

Malcolm Pirnie Inc.

Marathon Oil Corporation

Dr. Christopher J. Matice

Mr. & Mrs. Fred McGuire

National Society of Black Engineers
Alpa J. Patel

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Piwetz

Dr. & Mrs. L. Douglas Power

R & R Packaging Inc.

Reliant Resources Foundation
James D. Reynolds

Mr. & Mrs. Kermit Earl Reynolds Jr.

Dr. Charles W. Rooks &
Dean Dana C. Rooks

Donna S. Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Vinod V. Shah

Mr. & Mrs. Somesh Singh

Phillip Mathew Swanson

TCB Inc.

TSTE Foundation

Texas Association of
Environmental Professionals

Greater Houston Chapter of the Texas
Society of Petroleum Engineers

Mr. & Mrs. David M. Turner

United Parcel Service Inc.

United Space Alliance

Mr. & Mrs. Randy James Wester

$500 to $999

Mr. & Mrs. Johnny R. Barker
Dorothy F. Bettencourt
Braus Family Fund

Alan A. Broussard

Bruker Optics Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Ruey-Tang Chen
Cynthia Oliver Coleman

Daneshy Consultants International Inc.

Dr. Hemant Bhagwat Dhonde

Robert G. Dillard Jr.

Walter C. Dobbs Il

T.M. Dossey

Dow Chemical Company Foundation

Peter & Susan W. Ehlig

Clarence, Barbara & Elizabeth Fair

John Gray Fowler

Dr. Larry Fore

Mr. & Mrs. Clint Fraser

Roel Garcia

Frederick D. Gillespie Jr. & Holly A.
Leitch

Charles Newton Grichar

Hakansson Family Fund

Todd A. Hauser & Barbara A. McNew

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Heck

Michael Patrick Hemmi

Edwin F. Hessel

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas T.C. Hsu

Edward G. Johnson

Thomas H. Jones

Bryan Patrick Kennedy

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Liesse

Korb Limsuwan

Mr. & Mrs. Laban M. Marsh Jr.

Maverick Tube Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. Albert McCullum

D. Scott & Katherine W. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Humberto Molina Jr.

National Instruments

Qilfield Data Services Inc.

Omni Intercommunications Inc.

Jerilyne Busse O'Neill

Mr. & Mrs. David C. Padget

Phoenix Exploration

Natalie S. Potter

Quadros Systems Inc.

Dr. Charles R. Quick Jr.

Rudolph Rusnak

Saleri International Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Ram V. Seetharam

Society Women Engineers,
Houston Area

Ling Kong Szeto

Traffic Engineers Inc.
William F. Trainor Jr.
Edward Allen Turner
Joseph Edward Wheeler Il
Dr. Katherine Zerda

$250 to $499

Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Adamek
Albemarle Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Lee Alexander
Mr. & Mrs.Billy C. Allen Il
Shakib G. Amini

James Gregory Badgett

Jack R. Banowsky

Bassler Energy Services

Bryan Martin Blanchard

Donald E. Brown

Burns & McDonell Engineering
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald T. Cambio
John Robbin Clark

Thomas Nolon Clarry

Cabrach J. Connor

Dr. & Mrs. Henry J. Crowder

Dr. Charles E. Donaghey Jr.
Allen & Madelyn M. Dusek
Engineering Support Services Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Fred E. Engle

Robert E. Felder

Stephen & Diane Rober Franke
Fred J. Gentile

Charles L. Gerlovich

Richard T. Gilbert

Onur Guvener

Mr. & Mrs. Vance A. Ham

Mr. & Mrs. Grant S. Hammond
Mark Charles Hickey

Reynold B. & Mary F. Hillegeist
Dr. Chung-Chi Raymond Hu

Mr. & Mrs. Ramesh Narandas Jasani
Anthony & Lea Ann W. Jones
Bruce Michael Kasper

Barbara Kernighan

John Curtis Killinger

Douglas & Carolyn C. Kirkpatrick
Dr. & Mrs. Chi-Tat Thomas Kwan
Mr. & Mrs. Joe P. Lamb

Leaning Tower Engineering Consultants

Clifford L. Lenert

Dr. & Mrs. Jeng-Shung Liaw

Sirish Madichetti

Ahmed Asheq Mahmud

Mr. & Mrs. Jack D. McCartney

Mr. & Mrs. Gary D. McCullough

Hyonsook K. McKnight

Gary A. Miller

Robert A. Moore

Mark C. Moyer

Aneet Nehra

Tena R. Oates

Omega Solutions Inc.

James Yang Ong

Drs. James & Beatrice Ortego

Bhagwat P. Patel

Abhay Vijay Patil

Mary Jane Ryan

Dr. Merri Juanita Sanchez

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Scarborough

Gary Joseph Schaefer &
Clalyn Marie Brosig

Adam Schneider

Thank you for your support!

James L.G. Schrodt

Mr. & Mrs. Steven E. Simmons
Daniel Craig Smith

Ramkumar Soundararajan
James L. Steller

Jon Sweet

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth K. Tam
Mr. & Mrs. Richard N. Thacker
Univox Group Inc.

Dr. Jose H. Vazquez

Veenker Resources Incorporated
James Viaclovsky

Jorge Villarreal

Wirat Wanichakorn

Gregory D. Williams

Denzel W. Wiseman Jr.

Dr. Robert Emmett Yates

$100 to $249

Mr. & Mrs. Armen N. Abazajian

Justice N. Akuchie

Anan Al-Bahish

American Academy of Allergy,
Asthma & Immununizations

American Board of Allergy
& Immunology

John M. Anderson

Robert F. Andrews

Mohammed Najeeb Anwer

Dr. Rikhit Arora

Noel S. Atkisson

Seyed Ali Azizi-Yarand

Mr. & Mrs. David C. Babin

Dr. Betty Jane Barr & Archie C. Barr

Michael S. Batson

Dr. & Mrs. Benton F. Baugh

Allen Glenn Bauguss Jr. &
Martha F. Turner

Richard Clark Bauman

Dr. & Mrs. Mohan S. Beltangady

Dr. Belgacem Ben Youssef

Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Betterton Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Boatman

Gerry A. Bollom

Allen Q. Brown

Harold M. Brown

J. Stanley Brown & Rons Voogt

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Brucia

James D. Bryers

Khanh L. Bui

Mr. & Mrs. James Temple Burcham

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby G. Burgess

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur B. Butic

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard Cahill

Jeffrey D. Cameron

Lorenzo X. Cano

Mr. & Mrs. Dick L. Cason

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Chase

Annie Chee

Jun S. Chen

Chang Che Chia

John C. Choate

Richard Dana Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Cole

Richard R. Collins

Rick Coneway Jr.

Gregory William Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher S. Cowles

Gerrit D'Ablaing

Lt. Col. (Retired) Gary L. Deskin &
Annie M. Deskin

James E. Determan Jr.

Gerald M. Diaz

J.F. & Marjorie Dishron

Ron Dockal

Carl Dodge & Elsie Herdman-Dodge

William E. Dooley

Henry C. Dress

Cindy A. Drnevich

David Duerr & Roberta K. Apolant

Craig Earl Dunham

Mr. & Mrs. Grady K. Ebensberger

ECS LLC

Edgecomb & Associates Inc.

Frances G. Elin

Mr. & Mrs. J. Mark Elliott

Dr. & Mrs. J.T. Elrod

Engineering Information Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Michael A. Ervin

Gregory Eugene Fife

Dr. & Mrs. M.T. Fleischer

Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Flores

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Friedemann

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry G. Gaffney

Steven P. Gardner

Wilmer Gaviria

Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Gilbert

Jeffrey David Gobeli

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn H. Goebel Jr.

Marie Bernadette Gonzales

Kenton Andrew Green

Mr. & Mrs. George Leroy Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Roy Hall

Dr. Phillip Guy Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. Dan L. Harris

H.M. Harris Jr.

Douglas Harrison

Timothy Hartz

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford R. Hawkins Jr.

Heard & Katz Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Colbert C. Held

Gregory G. Hendrickson

Matthew L. Hendrickson

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Higgins

Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Hill

Phuc Linh Hoang

Mimi Holloway

Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Hurta

Dr. & Mrs. Zaki D. Husain

Mark Hutchison

Boniface O. Igboalisi

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Brian Irvine

Mr. & Mrs. Terri N. Ivers

Mr. & Mrs. Joe W. Jeanes

Michael S. Johansen

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Goodwin Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen W. Johnston

Arthur Bernard Jones

Dr. Robert L. Jones

Nikhil B. Joshi

Naveen T. Kallarackal

Darnald Dwyane Kimble

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Kin

Mr. & Mrs. James Kinzler

Keith Arnold Kleinhenz

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Gerard Klump

Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Koomey

Deborah A. Korndorffer

Richard J. Kottke

Mr. & Mrs. James Kuo

Mr. & Mrs. David John Kusko
Joseph N. Labra &

Laurie Ann McQuiggin-Labra
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel L. Lane
Truett & Harriet C. Latimer
Thuy T. Le
The Lentz Group Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence L. Leung
Wai H. Li

Dr. Xiaohua Lin

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Little

Mark L. Loethen

Timothy Keith Logan

Dr. & Mrs. Stuart A. Long

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Wayne Loveless
Jawahar Malhotra

Dr. Mouhamad Y. Mansour
Jeffrey Wayne Maresh

Jerry Allen Martino

Maximus Coffee Group

Martha M. May

Mr. & Mrs. James Joseph McMahon
Mark William McPherson

Dr. & Sid Ahmed Mebarkia

John Carlton Mehner

Lawrence E. Merkel

Carol A. Mifsud

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Scott Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Miller
Joseph E. Mims

Elizabeth Ashe Montgomery &

Thomas A. Odom
Javier Jesus Morales
Mr. & Mrs. Garlan B. Moreland
Keith S. Moreno
James Robert Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Naresh V. Murthy
David Navarro
Michael & Bambi Nehring
Bryan Lee Nelson
Cora Lee Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Ngao
Than-Nhi Thi Nguyen
Dr. Yi Guo & Jin-An Ni
Thomas M. Nichols
Mr. & Mrs. Satoshi Sut Oishi
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley A. Otis
Idalia Ovalle
Dr. & Mrs. Hamid Parsaei
Carl Edmund Pascoe
Mr. & Mrs. Larry J. Patella
Bill M. Pattillo
Paul L. Broussard & Associates Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Tim Pease
Dr. Theodore G. Cleveland &

Linda D. Pechacek
R. Thomas Perry & Carolyn A. Dahl
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Stuart Piwetz
Jeffrey A. Polzer
Gary Young Poole
Annappa A. Prabhu
Whitney D. Prospere
Damon B. Putman

Dr. & Mrs. Kuppuswamy Rajagopalan

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Edwin Ramsey
Scott Alan Ramsey
David Carlton Randal &

Dr. B. Tobon Randal

Dave Larwence Rao

Michael Brooks Rasbury

Steve A. Reeves

Mark L. Reinke

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Robbins
Sonia M. Rocha

Eric Rosenblum

Rock Ross

Edward John Rosser Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Rouse
Richard Ruchhoeft

Hashir Saleem

Shanthi A. Sanjeevi

Subramania Sankaran

Mr. & Mrs. Edward E. Seastrand
Purvish Shah

Shawn Patrick Sharkey

Dr. Roy Shaver

Stephen Li-Chun Shen

Dr. Chia-Fu Sheng

Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Shepherd Il
James D. Sikes

Anil Kumar Singhal

Dr. Randal Warren Sitton

Kevin G. Smith & Yee-Lan Lim-Smith
Dr. Gangbing Song

Robert M. Spiewak

William G. St John

Mr. & Mrs. William S. St. John
Steven Stanley

Maj. (retired) William Henry Stanley
Patrick Peter Steffanelli

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Sudlow
Dr. Sankaran Sundaresan

John W. Sunkel Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy E. Swaty
Sophia S. Y. Tang

W.L. Tanner

Mr. & Mrs. David F. Tharp

Mr. & Mrs. L.J. Tichacek

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tilton

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon E. Tinker
Dr. Veronique V. Tran & Tim H. Vu
Dr. Anthony R. Tripp

Dan & Johnese B. Turner

Brian Erkin Turung

Ernesto R. Unanue

Okwudiri Julius Uzoh

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vandewater
Mr. Esau R. Velazquez

Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie R. Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Wahlheim
M. Judson Wallace

Charles Wesley Warner Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Joseph Watkins
Ying-Jyi Paul Wei

Carletha C. West

Dr. & Mrs. Moye Wicks Il

N. James Wilde

Michael D. Williams

George Arthur Wilson

Larry Ping-Kwan Wong

Ji Yan Wu & Hou Su-I

Dr. Weisu Yin & Weihuai Yang
Michael Glenn Yount

Dr. Lixin Zhang & Jing Lu

Dr. Zhihe Zhang & Jiaohui Liu
Drs. Jianxia Zhon & Jun Wang
Zoch Consultants LLC

The list above reflects private support made to the UH Cullen College of Engineering during the period of Sept. 1, 2007 through Aug. 31, 2008. The college regrets
any errors or omissions and would appreciate notification of corrections. To make a gift to the college, contact Russell Dunlavy at 713-743-4209 or rtdunlavy@uh.edu.
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End Note  The Y Building

or at least half a century, the Y Building has been a firm N\
reminder of the University of Houston Cullen CoIIege of “We built the first concrete canoe in that building in 1975.

Engineering’s humble beginnings.

The first one weighed 247 pounds, so we built a second
weighing 97 pounds and a third weighing 95 pounds. We

. , o raced the lighter versions down the San Antonio Riverwalk
With each passing semester, the scars from the Y Building’s years When | first came over as dean and took a look at and came in second just seconds behind the University of

of faithful service become more noticeable. So much so that this that building, | wondered then if it was going to fall Texas, then went on to also place in regionals.”
spring administrators pegged the sheet-metal structure to be e et e De R R Sre R e eiiding —Tom Sofka (1975 BSCE)

. . - . . that housed the entire engineering facility, including

demolished, making way for a new $30 million engineering the dean’s office, until 1955. “We actually had an Y

student center. engineering analysis of the structure done to see if it “When | was in school it was being used as the engineering

could withstand the force of a hurricane.” lab building. Directly behind it was the psych building where
To ensure the history of the Y Building is not lost to faded —Frank M. Tiller! they kept monkeys. Well, one of those nice monkeys got
memories, we have poured through old newspapers and books, Cullen College of Engineering Dean from 1955-1963 L e e=hed all seen It

: N in the beams, and for days administrators sent janitors by to
even chatted with a few alumni in an attempt to document the \_ catch the monkey. I still remember the first time our instructor

bUi|diﬂg'S past. saw it come flying out of the rafters. He just pointed and
went ‘da, da, da, da.” We all got quite a laugh out of it.”

Although the extent of its full story continues to be researched, —Cecil Lee Holder (1960 BSPE)
many have gladly offered up fond and funny anecdotes about
their time spent in the building as a tribute to the university fixture
thought to have been constructed in the 1940s.

We have dedicated this section in the first issue of The Cougar
Engineer to sharing a few snippets of what some, who know it
best, remember.
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The Y Building

Whether you have knowledge of the history or just a great memory to share, we’d love

A LOOK BACK

to hear from you! Please direct comments to the college’s office of communications by

phone at 713-743-4220 or via e-mail at cougarengineer@egr.uh.edu.

The Cougar Engineer

Photo by Thomas Shea




Cougar engineering alumni Elizabeth Nguyen (2006 BSChE)
and Gabriel Cuadra (1988 BSChE) enjoyed UH Homecoming in
November. For upcoming events, visit www.egr.uh.edu/events.
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